The Belgian Government having come to the conclusion that the girls who become the wives of working men receive little instruction in the duties which they will be called on to fulfil in after life, determined to establish schools for the teaching of domestic economy. The idea is not original, and domestic economy classes are to be found in our own primary schools, but the methods followed in Belgium are so much more practical than our own, that it may be worth while to give some account of them. The weak point of English teaching of domestic economy is that it is not sufficiently practical. Girls An English visitor to these schools notes that the children bring from home " stockings, tablecloths, and towels to be darned, children's pinafores to be patched, men's trousers to be reseated, dresses that the older children have outgrown to be cut down and refashioned for the little ones." As for the way in which these tasks are performed, it is admitted that " the results as regards stitching are by no means such as would satisfy the inspectress in an English school, accustomed to the work of specimens; but the work as a whole quite reaches the level that could fairly be expected from the busy mother of a large family ; the darns will last certainly as long as the garments." This is surely more important than ,tlie producing of " specimens." Even when whole garments are made attention is devoted to the production of many useful things ?strong dresses for ithe pupils' own wear, and shirts and blouses for their fathers and brothers?than to the elaboration of one. Advanced pupils are taught cutting-out by means either of patterns or measurements, and they are sometimes allowed to use a sewing-machine. In addition, the girls are taught to clean stuff garments with benzine, ammonia, and the like, and to take out grease spots in various ways.
The cleaning of the school is done by these domestic economy pupils. They sweep and scrub the floors, clean the windows and the paint, and occasionally give the furniture a coat of varnish. In some schools the girls bring boots, knives, spoons and forks, copper and tin saucepans from their homes, and are taught at school the method and materials needed for the cleaning of each. Lamp-trimming is another subject of study. 
